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| ABSTRACT 

This paper explores the strategic aspirations of China in the Arab world and investigates the political, economic, 

security, and cultural factors that influence present Sino-Arab relations. The study aims to identify the importance of 

the Arab region in China’s global strategy, especially in light of the Belt and Road Initiative, China’s rising demand 

for energy resources, growing markets, and strategically important geopolitical locations. The report also discusses 

the nature of the alliances that have been formed between China and a number of Arab nations, and their role in 

consolidating Chinese influence locally and globally. The research follows the descriptive-analytical technique via 

the study of Chinese policies toward the Arab countries and assessing the strategic reasons for these policies, in 

addition to the relevance of these interactions for the international balance and the future of Sino-Arab 

cooperation. The study shows that China considers Arab countries as a strategic partner of the first order in 

securing its energy security and in expanding its economic and political influence, while Arab states see China as an 

international power that can affect international relations in an effort to create balance and increase investment and 

economic cooperation. 
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1. Introduction 

In recent decades, the international system has been and continues to be subject to profound political and 

economic changes. These have played a role in the rise of new global powers. The most important of these is China, 

which has managed to transform itself from a developing country into a major economic and political force with 

broad global influence. This increase has been mirrored in the character of its foreign connections, especially with 

Arab nations, which constitute a vital geopolitical position and a main source for energy and economic markets. 

From this point of view, China has resorted to the establishment of a network of strategic connections with Arab 

nations to accomplish many aims, including energy security, growing economic influence, and strengthening 

political presence under the umbrella of modern international rivalry. 

 

The Belt and Road Initiative has been a key factor in the growing Chinese interest in the Arab area, with Arab 

nations emerging as important transit points in the Chinese effort to link Asia to Europe and Africa via trade, 

investment, and infrastructural corridors. It has also pushed to boost its economic and diplomatic ties with Arab 
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nations via trade deals, massive investments, and collaboration in the domains of technology, energy, and 

transportation. 

 

The demonstration of the repercussions of this Chinese presence on the Arab reality, politically, economically, and 

security-wise, establishes the need to study China’s strategic objectives in the Arab countries by showing the nature 

of Chinese interests in the region, their repercussions on international relations and regional balances. 

 

1.1 The Importance of Research 

The importance of the research lies in several aspects, the most prominent of which are: 

1. Highlighting the nature of the strategic goals that China seeks to achieve in Arab countries. 

2. Highlighting the importance of the Arab region in Chinese foreign policy. 

3. Revealing the impact of Chinese-Arab relations on international and regional balances. 

4. Clarifying the role of the Belt and Road Initiative in enhancing Chinese influence in the Arab region. 

5. The scientific benefit for researchers and those interested in international relations and contemporary Asian 

policies. 

 

1.2 The Research Problem 

The research problem lies in attempting to answer the following main question: 

1. What are the strategic goals that China seeks to achieve in Arab countries? And what is the importance of 

these goals for China at the political, economic, and security levels? 

 

This question branches out into several sub-questions, including: 

2. What are the motivations behind China's interest in Arab countries? 

3. How has the Belt and Road Initiative contributed to expanding Chinese influence? 

4. What is the nature of China's economic and political interests in the Arab region? 

5. What are the implications of Chinese-Arab relations on the international system? 

 

1.3 Reasons for choosing the topic 

This topic was chosen for the following reasons: 

 

1. The growing role of China in the Arab region in recent years. 

2. The importance of Arab countries in China's global strategy, particularly in the fields of energy and trade. 

3. The scarcity of Arab studies that have comprehensively analysed Chinese strategic objectives. 

4. The desire to understand the dimensions of Chinese-Arab relations and their future in light of current 

international transformations. 

5. The importance of the topic in the field of international relations and contemporary geopolitical studies. 

 

1.4 Research Objectives 

The research aims to achieve a set of objectives, the most important of which are: 

 

1. Identifying China's strategic objectives in Arab countries. 

2. Analyzing the motivations behind Chinese policy towards the Arab region. 

3. Stating the importance of Arab countries to the Chinese economy and national security. 

4. Studying the impact of the Belt and Road Initiative on enhancing Chinese-Arab relations. 

5. Clarifying the future of Chinese influence in the Arab region and its international implications. 

 

1.5 Research Methodology 

The research relied on the descriptive-analytical method by describing the nature of Chinese-Arab relations and 

analysing the strategic goals that China seeks to achieve in the Arab region, in addition to employing the historical 

method to trace the development of relations between the two sides, and analysing the data and political and 

economic positions related to the subject. 
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2. Literature Review  

The literature on China–Arab relations has increasingly emphasized the strategic importance of the Middle East and 

Arab countries within China’s broader foreign policy, particularly following the launch of the Belt and Road Initiative 

(BRI). Existing studies generally identify economic cooperation, energy security, geopolitical positioning, and 

political engagement as interconnected dimensions of China’s expanding relations with Arab states. Although these 

studies differ in emphasis, they collectively demonstrate that China’s engagement with the Arab world extends 

beyond commercial interests and increasingly reflects broader strategic considerations. 

Mohamed Abdel Salam, in The Chinese Policy Towards the Middle East in Light of the Belt and Road Initiative, 

examines the transformation of Chinese foreign policy towards the Middle East following the introduction of the 

BRI. The study argues that China’s approach has gradually moved beyond a predominantly economic orientation 

toward a broader policy involving greater political and strategic engagement in regional affairs. According to Abdel 

Salam, Arab countries have acquired greater significance within China’s international strategy because of their 

geographical location and their ability to connect Asia, Africa, and Europe. The Middle East therefore constitutes an 

important geographical corridor for the implementation of the BRI, while cooperation with Arab states provides 

China with opportunities to strengthen trade, investment, infrastructure development, and diplomatic relations. The 

study is particularly relevant because it situates China’s relations with Arab countries within the wider framework of 

China’s global connectivity strategy rather than treating bilateral economic relations as isolated partnerships. 

Similarly, Ahmed Youssef Ali’s study, Chinese-Arab Relations: Economic and Political Dimensions, examines the 

expansion of relations between China and the Arab world from both economic and political perspectives. The study 

emphasizes the increasing interdependence between the two sides, particularly as China’s economic capabilities 

have expanded and Beijing has sought to diversify and strengthen its international partnerships. Arab countries 

occupy an important position in this relationship because of their geographical location, natural resources, 

consumer markets, and role in international trade. The study further suggests that economic cooperation has 

contributed to the expansion of China’s political influence in the Arab region. Trade, investment, infrastructure 

cooperation, and other forms of economic engagement have consequently created additional channels for 

diplomatic interaction and strategic partnership. This perspective indicates that China’s economic presence should 

not be examined independently of its wider political relations with Arab states. 

Energy security constitutes another major theme in the literature. Hassan Jaber’s study, China and Energy Security in 

the Middle East, focuses specifically on the importance of the Middle East and Arab countries to China’s energy 

requirements. The study associates China’s growing demand for external energy supplies with the country’s rapid 

industrialization and economic expansion. Oil and natural gas have consequently become important components of 

China’s foreign policy toward energy-producing states in the Arab world, particularly countries in the Arabian Gulf. 

Jaber argues that maintaining stable and reliable energy supplies is a central consideration in China’s relations with 

Middle Eastern states. From this perspective, China’s engagement with Arab countries is partly shaped by the need 

to reduce vulnerabilities associated with energy imports and to maintain the supplies required to sustain economic 

development. Energy cooperation therefore represents not only an economic relationship but also an important 

strategic dimension of China’s engagement with the region. 

Taken together, these studies demonstrate that China’s relations with Arab countries are multidimensional. The 

literature identifies the BRI and geographical connectivity as important drivers of Chinese engagement, while 

economic cooperation provides a major foundation for expanding bilateral relations. At the same time, energy 

security remains a significant consideration, particularly in China's relations with oil- and gas-producing Arab states. 

The studies also indicate an increasing interaction between economic and political objectives: infrastructure 

investment, trade, energy partnerships, and commercial relations can facilitate broader diplomatic engagement and 

contribute to China’s expanding regional presence. 

Despite these contributions, the existing literature tends to examine individual dimensions of China–Arab relations 

separately. Studies focusing on the BRI emphasize connectivity and economic integration, while those examining 
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bilateral relations concentrate on trade and political cooperation, and energy-focused research gives greater 

attention to oil and gas security. Consequently, there remains scope for an integrated examination of the strategic 

goals underlying China’s engagement with Arab countries. In particular, further analysis is needed to assess how 

economic interests, energy security, geopolitical considerations, diplomatic cooperation, and the BRI interact within 

China’s broader strategy toward the Arab world. Addressing this gap can provide a more comprehensive 

understanding of the importance of Arab countries to China and clarify the strategic rationale underlying the 

expansion of China–Arab relations. 

3. Findings and Discussion  

3.1 The Conceptual and Strategic Framework of Sino-Arab Relations 

In the last few decades, the world has experienced rapid international changes that contributed to reshaping the 

global balance of power. One of the most significant changes is the growing position of China as an economic and 

political power with a great influence in the international system. This growth was mirrored in the character of 

Chinese foreign policy, which turned to increasing its international contacts, especially with Arab nations of large 

geographical, economic, and strategic significance. The significance of these linkages lies in the fact that the Arab 

area is an important source of energy and an important site for world commerce, in addition to its involvement in 

international political balances (Mohamed El-Sayed Selim, 2010: 45). 

 

China has attempted to create strategic connections with Arab nations on the basis of economic cooperation, trade 

exchange and investment, while carefully adopting a policy of non-interference in the internal affairs of countries, 

which has provided it a broad space to manoeuvre in the Arab area. The Belt and Road Initiative has also 

contributed to enhancing this approach by linking Chinese interests with the trade routes and Arab ports of 

international significance (Ahmed Youssef, 2014: 112). 

 

From here, the importance of studying the conceptual and strategic framework of Chinese-Arab relations emerges 

in order to understand the nature of the goals that China seeks to achieve, uncover the political and economic 

dimensions that govern these relations, as well as clarify the position of Arab countries in the contemporary Chinese 

strategy (Hassan Nafaa, 2016: 137). 

 

3.2 The Concept of Strategic Objectives and Their Political and Economic Dimensions 

3.2.1 Definition of Strategic Objectives 

Strategic objectives are among the fundamental concepts in political science and international relations, as they are 

linked to the supreme interests that countries seek to achieve through their various policies. Researchers have 

approached this concept from various angles depending on the differences in intellectual and political schools of 

thought, yet they agree that strategic objectives represent the long-term goals that determine a state's path in the 

international environment. 

 

Mohamed El-Sayed Selim defines strategic objectives as: long-term goals that the state seeks to achieve by utilising 

its political, economic, and military capabilities in a way that serves its national interests and maintains its national 

security. This definition shows that the state relies on various elements of power to achieve its strategic goals, and 

that these goals are directly linked to protecting national interests and enhancing the state's position in the 

international system. Mohamed El-Sayed Selim, 2010: 51) 

 

Abdel Moneim Al-Mashat believes that strategic objectives are a set of major goals that guide the state's foreign 

policy to achieve security and stability and enhance political and economic influence. This concept illustrates that 

strategy is not restricted to the military element alone but also encompasses the economic, political, and diplomatic 

factors that help to build the state and boost its foreign influence. (Abdel Moneim, 2012:89) 

 

As for Ali Al-Din Hilal, he defines strategic goals as the overall frame that dictates the course of the state in its 

foreign relations according to a long-term vision aimed at obtaining power and national interest. The concept 

highlights the need for long-term planning in the formation of foreign policy, as major countries develop plans to 
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ensure the continuity of their influence and the realisation of their goals in geopolitically important areas. Ali Al-Din, 

2015: 101) 

 

Hassan Nafaa defines strategic objectives as: a set of plans and policies adopted by the state to expand its political 

and economic influence and ensure the protection of its supreme interests in the international environment. This 

definition shows that strategic objectives are linked to the idea of international influence, and that countries seek to 

achieve their interests by employing tools of economic, political, and diplomatic power. (Hassan Nafaa, 2016: 130) 

 

From the previous definitions, it is clear that strategic objectives represent the long-term vision adopted by 

countries to achieve their national interests, and that these objectives encompass multiple dimensions related to 

politics, economics, and security. 

 

3.3 The Political and Economic Dimensions of Strategic Objectives 

The political dimensions of strategic objectives lie in the state's pursuit of enhancing its political influence and 

achieving a significant international status in the global system. Major powers work on building alliances and 

diplomatic relations that grant them influence in regional and international issues. The political dimensions also aim 

to protect national security and maintain internal and external stability, as well as support national interests in 

international forums. 

 

As for the economic dimensions, they are represented in the state's keenness to achieve economic growth, secure 

natural resources, commercial markets, and international transportation routes. Economic interests have become a 

central focus in contemporary strategic policies due to the increasing international competition for energy and 

global markets (Ahmed Youssef Ahmed, 2019: 92). 

 

From here, China has turned to strengthening its economic relations with Arab countries due to the importance of 

Arab oil and gas to the Chinese economy, as well as the significance of the geographical location of Arab countries 

in global trade. The Belt and Road Initiative has also contributed to expanding economic cooperation between 

China and Arab countries through infrastructure projects, investments, and trade exchanges. 

 

It is clear from studying the concept of strategic objectives that countries seek to develop long-term plans and 

policies aimed at achieving their national interests and enhancing their international standing. It has also been 

shown that strategic objectives are not limited to the political aspect only, but also encompass economic, security, 

and diplomatic dimensions that help the state expand its influence and achieve internal and external stability Saad 

Haqi, 2017: 109). 

 

Various definitions have shown that strategy represents a general framework for state policy according to a future 

vision that relies on utilising available elements of power, whether economic, political, or military. It also became 

clear that contemporary international developments have made the economic aspect occupy a central position in 

shaping international strategies, especially in light of global competition for energy sources and commercial 

markets (Abdelilah Belfaziz, 2011: 88) 

 

3.4 The Development and Importance of Sino-Arab Relations 

The relations between China and Arab countries are among the international relations that have witnessed rapid 

development over the past few decades, transitioning from limited political relations to comprehensive strategic 

partnerships that encompass economic, political, cultural, and technological aspects. This development is linked to 

China's increasing rise on the international stage, as well as the geopolitical and economic significance of the Arab 

countries. 

 

The beginnings of Chinese-Arab relations date back to ancient times through the Silk Road, which served as a link 

between Chinese civilisation and Arab civilisations through trade and cultural exchange. This route contributed to 
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the transfer of goods, sciences, and cultures between the East and the West, which led to the establishment of 

historical relations based on common interests and cultural communication (Abdul Aziz Al-Douri, 2008:33). 

 

In the modern era, Sino-Arab relations developed significantly. After the establishment of the People’s Republic of 

China in 1949, China began to establish diplomatic relations with several Arab countries in an effort to overcome 

international isolation and enhance its political presence on the world stage. This period was marked by China’s 

support for Arab concerns, notably the Palestinian plight, which helped develop the political reconciliation between 

the two sides (Mohamed El-Sayed Idris, 2014: 71). 

 

During the Cold War, China attempted to create balanced ties with Arab countries, away from international alliances 

strategies, and stressed the idea of respect for the sovereignty of states and non-interference in their internal affairs. 

The strategy resulted in an improved Arab acceptance of Chinese policies relative to several other great powers with 

a political and military presence in the area. 

 

In the late 1970s, due to economic reforms in China, Chinese-Arab ties entered a new phase of major development 

focusing on economic and commercial cooperation. The fast-growing Chinese economy has increased the need for 

energy supplies and overseas markets, prompting it to forge closer links with oil- and gas-rich Arab states. Hence, 

the Arab area is becoming of strategic importance to China owing to its geographical position and natural 

resources (Ali Al-Din Hilal, 2015: 145). 

 

Moreover, economic contacts have been growing considerably over the last several decades, with the amount of 

commerce between China and Arab nations rising and Chinese investments expanding in the areas of energy, 

infrastructure, telecommunications, and ports. 

 

The launch of the Belt and Road Initiative has helped enhance this cooperation, as China seeks to connect Asia with 

Europe and Africa through a network of land and sea routes that pass through several Arab countries with 

significant geographical locations (Ahmed Youssef Ahmed, 2019: 84). 

 

The importance of Arab countries to China is highlighted in several aspects, foremost among them the economic 

aspect, as China heavily relies on Arab oil to meet its industrial and developmental needs. Arab markets also 

represent an important field for the disposal of Chinese products, in addition to the significance of Arab maritime 

routes in international trade, such as the Arabian Gulf, the Red Sea, and the Suez Canal. Hassan Nafaa, 2016:168) 

Politically, China seeks to expand its international influence by building strategic partnerships with Arab countries, 

while ensuring the adoption of a policy based on cooperation and non-interference in internal affairs. China also 

seeks to gain the support of Arab countries on international issues within international organisations and forums, 

which enhances its global political standing (Mohamed El-Sayed Selim, 2010: 132). 

 

In contrast, Arab countries view China as a major economic power from which they can benefit in the fields of 

development, infrastructure, and technology. Therefore, Chinese-Arab relations have witnessed a growing 

development based on common interests and economic and political cooperation, making these relations a new 

model in contemporary international relations (Saad Haqi, 2017: 96). 

 

A study of Chinese-Arab relations indicates that these relations are no longer limited to traditional aspects, but have 

become a model for strategic cooperation based on mutual interests between the two parties. The significant 

economic development achieved by China has helped expand its interest in Arab countries, due to their important 

geographical location, natural resources, and vast economic markets. 

 

The relations between the two sides have also witnessed significant development in the economic and political 

fields, as China has been keen on building partnerships with Arab countries in the areas of energy, trade, 

investment, and infrastructure, in addition to enhancing diplomatic cooperation on international issues. This has led 

to a noticeable increase in China's presence in the Arab region in recent years. 
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3.5 China's Strategic Objectives in Arab Countries and Their Importance 

In recent decades, China has become one of the most influential international powers in the global system, due to 

the significant economic and technological development it has achieved. This has driven it to expand the scope of 

its international relations, particularly with Arab countries, which represent a region of great strategic and economic 

importance. China's interest in Arab countries is linked to a set of goals that it seeks to achieve within the 

framework of enhancing its political and economic influence on the international level (Mohamed Nour Farhat, 

2017:89). 

 

These goals include securing China's energy needs, expanding trade markets, enhancing investments and 

infrastructure projects, as well as achieving an active political presence in a region considered one of the most 

important geopolitical areas in the world. The Belt and Road Initiative has also contributed to increasing China's 

interest in Arab countries, as the Arab region has become a central hub in the Chinese project aimed at connecting 

Asia with Europe and Africa through a network of trade and economic routes (Ibrahim Al-Eisawi, 2013: 141). 

 

From here, the importance of studying China's strategic objectives in Arab countries emerges in order to 

understand the nature of the interests that China seeks to achieve, and to reveal the economic and political 

dimensions associated with these objectives, as well as to highlight the significance of the Arab region in 

contemporary Chinese strategy and its impact on international relations and global balances (Fouad Morsi, 

2009:76). 

 

3.5.1 Economic Objectives and Energy Security 

Economic objectives are among the most important driving forces behind China's foreign policy towards Arab 

countries, as the industrial and economic development that China has witnessed in recent decades has increased 

the need for energy sources and external commercial markets. Therefore, China has sought to strengthen its 

relations with Arab countries due to their natural resources and important geographical location in global trade. 

 

Oil and gas are among the most prominent factors that have driven China to take an interest in the Arab region, 

particularly the Gulf countries, which are among the largest energy-producing areas in the world. China heavily 

relies on oil imports to meet its industrial and economic needs, which has made energy security an important 

aspect of its international strategy. Therefore, China has worked on building long-term economic relationships with 

Arab countries to ensure a stable flow of oil and gas (Bashir Abdel-Fattah, 2016: 73) 

 

China has also sought to expand its economic activities within Arab countries by investing in infrastructure, energy, 

transportation, and telecommunications projects, as Chinese companies have become involved in implementing 

various economic and developmental projects within the Arab region. This has helped increase the volume of trade 

and strengthen China's economic presence in the region (Ahmed Wahban, 2014:158). 

 

On the other hand, the Belt and Road Initiative is considered one of the most important projects adopted by China 

to achieve its economic goals, as this initiative aims to connect China with Asia, Europe, and Africa through a 

network of land and maritime routes. Arab countries hold great importance in this project due to their oversight of 

important maritime and trade routes such as the Arabian Gulf, the Red Sea, and the Suez Canal, which has granted 

the Arab region a strategic position in Chinese economic thinking (Hazem Al-Bilawi, 2012: 97) 

 

This trend has led to an increase in Chinese investments in ports, industrial zones, and the energy sector within 

several Arab countries, as well as the growth of trade cooperation between the two parties. China is also trying to 

expand its commercial markets by exporting industrial and technological products to Arab countries, which reflects 

its efforts to enhance its economic influence on the international level (Mahmoud Khalil, 2019:121). 

 

At the same time, China is keen on maintaining political and security stability in the Arab region, as any 

disturbances could directly affect trade and energy supplies. Therefore, China follows a policy based on economic 
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cooperation and non-interference in the internal affairs of countries, which has helped it establish balanced 

relations with most Arab countries (Sami Abdul Hamid, 2018:86). 

 

The study of economic goals and energy security shows that China views Arab countries as a region of great 

strategic importance due to their energy resources and significant geographical location in international trade. The 

rapid economic growth in China has increased its need for oil, gas, and foreign markets, prompting it to expand its 

economic relations with Arab countries. 

 

It has also been shown that China relies on tools of economic cooperation, investment, and infrastructure projects 

to enhance its presence in the Arab region, in addition to utilising the Belt and Road Initiative to achieve its 

economic and commercial goals. This has contributed to the growth of trade and Chinese investments in several 

Arab countries. 

 

3.5.2 Political and Geopolitical Objectives 

China seeks to achieve a set of political and geopolitical objectives in Arab countries, as its role is no longer limited 

to economic and commercial aspects only, but has become linked to efforts to enhance political influence and 

expand international presence in a region considered one of the most strategically important areas in the world. 

This approach has come as a result of the transformations witnessed in the international system and the rise of 

China as a global power seeking to build balanced relations with various countries around the world, especially the 

Arab countries. 

 

China’s political objectives are visible in its attempts to strengthen its international position by building political and 

diplomatic alliances with Arab countries. China seeks Arab backing on international issues at international 

organisations and forums, such as the United Nations and the Human Rights Council. China aims to position itself 

as an international force that respects the sovereignty of states and does not intervene in domestic issues. This has 

earned it political acceptability among many Arab regimes (Mohamed Abdel Salam, 2017: 88). 

 

China also wants to maintain balanced ties with different Arab nations despite the differences in political systems 

and regional orientations, since China depends on the idea of mutual cooperation and realising mutual interests in 

its foreign policy. This method has enabled China to strengthen its political and diplomatic contacts in the Arab area 

without direct wars or conventional military alliances (Abdul Karim Alwan, 2013: 111). 

 

From a geopolitical point of view, China sees the Arab region as a strategically vital area because of its physical 

position connecting the continents of Asia, Europe, and Africa, and its supervision of major maritime and 

commercial routes. Hence, China is looking to increase its footprint in this area via economic initiatives, investments, 

and infrastructure that would give it a major position in international trade channels. The worldwide battle between 

the main powers has also contributed to the rising interest of China in the Arab nations, notably in the competition 

with the United States for international influence (Tariq Fahmy, 2018: 98). China is attempting to use its economic 

and political links with Arab nations to enhance its global position and foster a more balanced international system 

based on multipolarity rather than unilateral hegemony (Ahmed Al-Rashidi, 2018: 112). 

 

In addition to its economic aspects, the Belt and Road Initiative has become a political and geopolitical instrument 

because it offers China the chance to expand its international clout by linking participating countries to Chinese 

projects in transportation, energy, and trade. Arab nations are of great importance in this project because of their 

geographic location and their control over many critical marine routes and hence, they are a prominent focus in the 

present Chinese strategy. 

 

In contrast, China is seeking to preserve political stability in the Arab area since any turmoil or conflicts directly 

damage its economic and commercial interests. Therefore, China pushes for peaceful solutions and resolution of 

problems via conversation and negotiation. Emphasis is on the idea of respecting the sovereignty of nations and 

non-interference in their internal affairs (Nadia Mahmoud Mustafa, 2016: 132). 
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It implies that China’s political and geopolitical objectives in Arab countries are associated with the attempt to 

increase China’s international influence, ensure the protection of its economic and strategic interests, as well as 

expand its political presence in a region of great importance in the modern international system. An analysis of 

China’s political and geopolitical ambitions in the Arab world demonstrates that China is definitely trying to increase 

its political influence and international stature in a region that is regarded as one of the world’s most strategically 

vital. 

 

Arab countries possess an important geographical location and significant economic wealth, in addition to 

overseeing vital maritime and trade routes, which has made them occupy an important position in Chinese foreign 

policy. 

 

China is also working to expand its political and diplomatic relations with Arab countries through a policy based on 

respecting the sovereignty of nations and non-interference in their internal affairs, which has helped it build 

balanced relationships with most Arab countries. This has led to the growth of political and economic cooperation 

between the two parties in recent years (Ali Mahafza, 2014:76). 

 

It is also clear that China is seeking to improve its geopolitical status and to root its economic interests in the Arab 

nations via the Belt and Road Initiative, thereby increasing its influence in the international system. Therefore, the 

Arab area is an essential component of the present Chinese policy, politically, economically, or geopolitically. 

 

4. Conclusion 

This study examined China’s strategic objectives in the Arab world and their significance within its broader foreign-

policy and economic strategy. The findings show that the Arab region is strategically important to China because of 

its geographical position, energy resources, markets, and major trade and maritime routes connecting Asia, Europe, 

and Africa. 

China’s engagement is primarily driven by energy security, trade, investment, infrastructure development, market 

access, and connectivity. The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) has further strengthened these relations through 

cooperation in transportation, logistics, energy, infrastructure, and investment. China’s principles of sovereignty and 

non-interference have also facilitated diplomatic relations with Arab states with diverse political systems. 

Overall, China–Arab relations have developed into a multidimensional partnership extending beyond energy and 

trade to infrastructure, technology, finance, education, and investment. While Arab countries can benefit from 

Chinese capital, technology, and infrastructure expertise, effective cooperation requires attention to transparency, 

sustainability, local capacity building, and national development priorities. 

4.1 Recommendations 

Arab countries should strengthen cooperation with China in ways that promote mutual economic benefits, 

employment, diversification, and local development. Cooperation should expand into digital technology, renewable 

energy, logistics, education, research, and skills development, with greater emphasis on knowledge and technology 

transfer. 

Arab governments should also develop coordinated frameworks for managing Chinese investments and BRI 

projects, focusing on economic feasibility, environmental sustainability, transparency, and local capacity building. 

Finally, stronger private-sector partnerships between Chinese and Arab enterprises should be encouraged in 

manufacturing, technology, renewable energy, tourism, logistics, and trade to support broader and sustainable 

economic relations. 
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